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CASE NUMBER:

CHILD'S NAME:

CHILD'S INFORMATION SHEET—
REQUEST TO CHANGE COURT ORDER
(Welf. & Inst. Code, §§ 353.1, 388)

TO THE CHILD: This information sheet tells you about your right to ask the court to change a decision the
court has made about your life and the rules that must be followed when you want to ask the court to change a
decision. It also explains your right to ask the court to make an order about your relationship with a brother or
sister. If you are under 12 years of age, your attorney must talk with you about this information. If you are 12
years of age or older and in court at the dispositional hearing, the court must also talk with you about this
information. The court must mail this information to you after a dispositional hearing.
A.

I have just made a decision about your life. I will be making other decisions about your life. You have a right to ask me to change
a decision I have made. You have an attorney who will help you with this.
For me to change a decision I have made, you must talk with your attorney and have your attorney ask me to change my decision.
Your attorney will have to fill out a form called Request to Change Court Order (form JV-180).
The form will explain to me the changes that have happened in your life and why the changes you want me to make in the court
order will make things better for you.
You may get a copy of the blank form from your attorney or from the court clerk's office at the courthouse to review so you know
what information needs to be on the form.
1.

2.

B.

You must tell your attorney the following information:
a.

What has changed since I made the decision? If nothing has changed, what new information do you want to tell me?

b.

What changes to my decision do you want me to make?

c.

If I make the changes you want, will you be better off than if I do not make these changes? Tell me how the changes will
make you healthier, safer, and happier.

After you speak with your attorney, your attorney will fill out the form.
a.

I will read the form.

b.

I may ask the other people involved with your case if they think you have given me the kind of information I must have in
order to change my decision. Then I will decide if you told me anything new and if the change you want me to make is
good for you.

c.

If I believe you have not told me anything new or if I believe what you want me to change is not good for you, I will not
make any changes. The court clerk will send to you and all the people involved with your case a written notice of my
decision not to make any changes.

d.

If I believe you did tell me something new and what you are asking me to change may be better for you, I will schedule a
court date for you. The court clerk will send to you and all the people involved with your case a written notice of my
decision to schedule a hearing and the date of the hearing.

e.

At that court date, everyone involved in your case will be present and allowed to speak.

f.

After everyone has spoken, I will make the final decision. I will make the changes you want only if I believe you have
told me something new and what you are asking for is good for you.

If you have a brother or sister who lives with the parent you were removed from, you may ask me to make an order allowing visits
with him or her.
If you have a brother or sister who is or might become a dependent of the court, you may ask me to make an order allowing visits,
to make an order placing you in the same home, to make other orders that may be in the best interest of you and your brother or
sister, and to consider your relationship with your brother or sister when making decisions about him or her.
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B.

1.

For me to make these orders, you must tell your attorney you would like to ask me to make an order about your brother or
sister.

2.

Your attorney will fill out a form asking me to make the order about your brother or sister.
a.

I will read the form.

b.

The court clerk will send to you and all the people involved with your brother's or sister's case a written notice of my
decision to schedule a hearing and the date of the hearing.

c.

At that court date, everyone involved in the case will be present and allowed to speak.

d.

After everyone has spoken, I will make the final decision. I will make the order about your brother or sister that you asked
me to make only if I believe what you are asking for is good for you and your brother or sister.

If you have any questions, please ask your attorney. Your attorney will be able to answer your questions about court procedures
and the laws I will use in making my decisions.
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